Professor J. O'M., Backrs' activities since 1989 (the inception of the “cold fusion”
embroglie), and parﬁcularly recent allegations that he lent his name and that of our

university to a fraudulent scheme to promote a bogus engineering enterprise, has brought

this university into disrepute. Note that on page 6 of the “Policies and Procedures

Regarding Disdnguished Professor Appointments* (September, 1993) it {s stated that “The

_Distinguished Professars ... bring honor and recognition to the University ....." Instead,

we beliéve that Bockris' recent activities has made the terms “Texas A&M" and “Aggie”

objects of derisive laughter throughout the world among scientists and engineers, not to

mention & lerge segment of the lay public. The “Alchemy” caper is, everywhere, & sure

triggar for sniggering at our university, And so it should be, For a trained scientist to claim,
or support anyone else’s claim, to have transmuted elaments is difficult for us to believs
and is no more acceptable than to claim to have inventad a gravity shie'id. revived the dead
or to be mining green cheese on the moon, We believe it {3 shesr nonsense, and, in our

opinion, could not have been done innocently by ene with a lifetime of experience in one

of the physical sciences,

In view of the above considerations, we the undersigned Distinguished Professors of

Texas A&M University hereby request the Provost to take steps to revoke the title of
Distinguished Professor now c;rried by John O'M, Boekris. We do this because of our
bellef that Dr. Bockrs' alleged disregard of the accepted standards of scholarly and
professional behavior has brought great emberrassment upon this university and his

colleagues. In our opinion he no longer merits tha title of Distinguished Professor,
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Dr. Wulf Koepke

Dr. Arthur E. Martell |
Or. John McDarmott*
Dr. Oimite Nanepoulos
O, Gerald North

Dr. Wc;rth Nowlin

Or. Emanuel Parzen
Dr. Gilles Plgler
Professor Maleolm Quantil
Or. Herbert Richardson
Or. Stephen Safe

Dr. Thomas R. Saving
Or Danald T. Sawyer
Or. A. l3n Seatt

Or. Max Summers

Or. Frank E. Vandiver

* Member of Committed appointed to investigate chavges against Bockris.
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Notes on the §igning of the Request (by F. A. Cotton)
HOST IMPORTANT: 23 OF 28 ELIGIBLE DPs (>80%) HAVE SIGNED

Thera are thirty two DFs, not including J. 0'X. Bockris., Of these, three
(Borlaug, Koepke and Pisier) coeuld not be reached. In addition, Professor
McDarmott could not consider signing sincs he ls presantly aexving on an
investigation committee dasling with Bockrim, Prefessor Bass has a compelling
personal reason, vhich must rezain confidentlal, for baing unable to aign,

. Thus there were only twenty seven DPs available and eligible to aign this
Raguesat. Twenty thrse (over 85%) have signed it,

For tha four who wers contacted and specifically asked te sign, but who have
chosen fot to do a0, {t is pertinent to indicate the reasons given,

(1) One individual said he praferred to remain neutral, since he is not &
physical selentist (and as has reparks to ene of us {ndicated, not even
undaystanding tha difference batwasn $9-callad “cold fusion” and the real thing).

(2) Another said that becguse he 13 a magber of the Exazutive Comnittas of

the DPy, he wanted to remalin forgally neutral, This view, be {t noted, was not
sharad by other members of that committes.

(3) Anothex non-signer sald he objscted to the racommandgtion that Bockris
be atripped of his title bucauss he balieved that vas not a poasible courrs of
aztion, Ha gave no vaagon for this hmlis? othex than that such was his opinion,

Obviously, twanty threa of us do believa it L& & pozeibla courss of action, and
requast you o proceed,

(4) Finally, one DP gave no elear reason and refusred discussion,

~ In conclusion, lec it ba noted that 41l of the chamists, physicists, and
engineers i.e,, these bast qualfified to judgs tha enormity of Bockris's
scleantific tranggressions, have signed this request.



